
Bulletin for St Thomas’ & St Mary Magdalene’s – Sunday 3rd November – All Saints’ Sunday and Safeguarding Sunday 
 

Dear Friends, 
On this All Saints Sunday we celebrate the saints of the past who through their extraordinary, sacrificial lives shone out 
with the light of Christ and so transformed their world.  However, you don’t have to be a saint to let Christ shine 
through you: we are all called to do this! 
In our modern society there is much discussion about identity as it if were a matter of us making a choice.  However, for 
us Christians it is the other way round: we are who we are because our relationship with Jesus makes us who He wants 
us to be.  He does this by longing to be in relationship with us, by the cross which sets us free from the damage we’ve 
inflicted and the hurt done to us, and by giving us hope through the Resurrection.  As St. Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians 
5:17, “therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away: behold the new has come.  This 
means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  The old life is gone; a new life has begun.” 
This All Saints’-tide let us give thanks for the saints in glory and in our own small way shine the light of Christ and make a 
difference! 
Yours as always, Michael. 
PS make a difference by:   

- Returning your giving form and Time and Talents sheet for the work of the church. 
- Giving generously to the Disasters Emergency Committee appeal to relive suffering in Gaza. 

 

Sunday 3rd November : All Saints’ Day and Safeguarding Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 
9.30am  Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s with a word about safeguarding 
10.45am Family Communion with Sunday School at St. Thomas’ with a word about safeguarding 
6.00pm  Commemoration Service at St Thomas’ 
 

Notices 
Monday-Friday 9.15am  Morning Prayer on Zoom 
Monday 1-2.30pm Praise and Play at St. Thomas’ Church 
Tuesday 3.30pm  Confirmation Class at St. Thomas’ School 
  7.30pm  Standing Committee at the Vicarage 
Wednesday 9-11am  Little Sunbeams at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
  7.30pm  Sing a New Song at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
Thursday 10am  Midweek Communion at St. Thomas’ 
  7.30pm  Baptism Preparation at St. Thomas’ 
Saturday 8.15am  Breakfast with the Bible at St Mary Magdalene’s  
Saturday 9.30-11am Clean-up at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
 

Prayer Focus 

• Thanksgiving for all the saints who through their lives have revealed Jesus to the world, remembering our Patron 
Saints Thomas and Mary Magdalene, amongst the first of the apostles to see Him risen from the dead. 

• The Middle East Humanitarian Appeal run by the DEC : that aid may reach those who desperately need it, and that 
the peace negotiations will be successful in bringing a lasting solution. 

• The Assisted Dying Bill coming to parliament in November, that the sanctity of life may not be forgotten.  Give 
thanks for St. Rocco’s which provides palliative care to all in Warrington. 

• Government making difficult decisions about the economy, praying that those on the bread line will be fed and that 
families will have enough support to be warm this winter. 

• Gratitude to those who make our churches safe, especially Dorothy and Julie our Safeguarding Officers.  May we all 
look after each other. 

• Bridgewater Churches Together as we work to proclaim the Good News in our area.  Pray especially for Hill Cliffe 
Baptist church as they seek a new Pastor.  In our Deanery we pray for the parishes of Walton, Daresbury, 
Grappenhall, Little Leigh, Aston and Lower Whitley as they seek new vicars. 

• For the emergency services as autumn turns to winter, giving thanks for their service to our community in all 
circumstances. 

• The result of the imminent US election: that whoever is elected will influence world leaders in the ways of peace 
through justice and compassion. 

• Comfort for all who are sick and in need of healing – our prayers surround them with love:- Carol, Surya, Paul, Ken, 
Syd, Kirsty, Katy, Debbie, Mark, Rachel, John, Hazel, Pat, Joan, Kara, Ivy, Ferenc, Mark & Alisha.            

• May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace and rise in glory: we remember John Mason.   
For all those with anniversaries at this time, especially the families who will attend our Commemoration Service on 
Sunday evening. 
 
 



Next Sunday 10th November : Remembrance Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 
9.30am  Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
10.45am Remembrance Day Service beginning at the War Memorial 
5.00pm  United Service at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
Please give generously to the Middle East Humanitarian Appeal by using the envelopes today.  NB pleaser gift aid your 
donation if you are a taxpayer: 2.1 million people need your help! 
 

Confirmation 
This year's Confirmation Service will take place on Sunday 24th November, 10.45am at St Thomas'. This is a joint service 
for both churches, therefore there will be no 9.30am service at St Mary Magdalene's.  Please pray for James, Ava, 
Imogen, Orla and Jacqui as they prepare to be confirmed by Bishop Julie.  
 

Volunteers needed 
Ruth is in need of craft preparers and 'cutter outers' for the upcoming 'Encounter Christmas' for children and their 
families on the afternoon of December 1st (more details to follow soon).  If you can help with the preparation please 
speak to Ruth or leave a message on the church office answerphone 214709. Thank you. 
 

Men’s Society 
After the first successful get together, our next meeting will be on Thursday 21st November, 7.30 to 9.00pm at Jeremy’s. 
 

The Assisted Dying Bill will be debated in parliament in the next few weeks.  A letter is being prepared by our parish to 
resist the passing of this bill.  If you would like to sign it please do so before we send it to our local MP Sarah Hall.  
Copies are now at the back of both churches. 
 

A Musical Soirée  Saturday 30th November, 7.30pm at St. Thomas’ Church 
Our own Ian, Gillian and Keiko are taking part in a concert in our church at the end of November – please support them 
by coming along!  The concert features Keiko Tanaka (soprano and piano), Gillian Banks (soprano), Corinna Tyson 
(piano) plus the inaugural performance of the Warrington String Quartet (Ian Banks - violin, Andrew Winter - violin, Ian 
Ward - viola, Steph Eustis - 'cello).  The musicians will perform a selection of popular classics, including Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik by Mozart, Liebestraum No 3 by Liszt, O Mio Babbino Caro by Puccini and extracts from the Dvorak 
'American' and Schubert 'Rosamunde' String Quartets.  Admission at the door is £7, under 16s free and refreshments 
including wine and nibbles will be available for purchase in the interval.  All proceeds will support the work of church. 
 

Christmas Fair Saturday 23rd November We will be joining with our Church School. Please put this date in your diary, 
lists for volunteers to man the stalls for an hour or so are available in both churches from Sunday. Please can you help 
support this event by donating homemade cakes, new items, new/nearly new toys, tombola prizes, wine / spirits, 
bottles of soft drinks?  These can be brought into church from 4th November.  If anyone is employed by a company who 
offer matched funding for charitable events and may be able to offer this for a stall at the fair please contact Sue on 
07736 375 951 
 

Future Dates 
Monday 11 November  11am Two minute silence at War Memorial 

7.45pm Youth Action Group at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
Tuesday 12 November  7.30pm St. Mary’s Action Group at St. Mary Magdalene’s 
Wednesdays in Advent: Services at St. Mary Magdalene’s at 7.30pm on 27th November, 4th, 11th and 18th December. 
Sunday 1 December is Toy Sunday : new and very good condition books are requested for the local Women’s Refuge. 
 

CONTACTS   
Website   www.stthomas-stocktonheath.org.uk   
Parish Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/stthomasandmarymagdalenes 
Parish Instagram  https://www.instagram.com/stthomas__stmarymagdalene  
Church channel on YouTube  www.youtube.com/channel/UCpsYBGYSbFuuIUITYYxlCQw  
Parish Office phone  214709 Email  office@stthomas-stocktonheath.org.uk 
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